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EDITOR'S  OBSERVATIONS 


This  is  my  final  issue  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin  as  editor.  After  nine  years  as  editor  I 
have  run  out  of  new  ideas  and  we  need  others  willing  to  promote  the  S.P.P.N.  and 
solicit  articles  and  encourage  new  ideas.  As  I stated  in  recent  issues,  I believe  it  is 
time  to  evaluate  where  we  are  going  as  an  organization  and  this  means  whether 
there  will  be  a S.P.P.N.  through  1997.  Our  membership  has  declined.  We  have 
limited  attendance  at  national  meetings  such  as  the  ANA  Summer  Convention.  I 
have  found  it  difficult  to  get  articles  to  fill  three  issues  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin  a 
year.  The  same  small  group  of  members  have  volunteered  for  the  organization. 
There  is  much  that  could  be  done  to  increase  membership  and  promote  the  Society 
but  I have  no  time  to  devote  to  such  activities.  Someone  is  needed  to  take  over 
the  editorship  if  there  is  to  be  a S.P.P.N.  and  the  Brasher  Bulletin  in  1997.  The 
Brasher  Bulletin  has  remained  the  main  activity  of  the  organization  and  it  needs 
someone  with  fresh  ideas,  a lot  of  energy,  time  available  to  build  the  membership, 
and  an  interest  in  promoting  the  Society.  This  requires  actively  seeking  articles  and 
requiring  people  to  meet  deadlines.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  more  information 
about  what  the  job  entails,  I will  be  happy  to  educate  them.  There  is  no  S.P.P.N. 
without  the  Brasher  Bulletin. 


**************************************** 


Dues  to  S.P.P.N.  will  remain  at  $1 0 for  1 997.  New  members  pay  an  additional  $5 
initiation  fee  for  the  first  year  ($15  total).  I will  hold  any  checks  sent  for  dues 
pending  a decision  on  whether  to  continue  the  Brasher  Bulletin  and  the  S.P.P.N. 

All  back  issues  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin,  with  the  exception  of  the  combined  issue 
Vol.  3 Nos  1-2,  are  available  although  some  are  in  a limited  supply  and  may  not  be 
reprinted.  Single  issues  are  $ 2.50  each  postpaid.  The  entire  set  of  seventeen 
issues  is  now  priced  at  $30.00.  They  may  be  ordered  by  writing  to  the  at  the 
address  listed  on  the  first  page. 
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Unlisted  Die  Stages  of  Period  1 California  Fractional  gold 

By  Mike  Locke 

I had  the  opportunity  to  examine  an  unprecedented  quantity  of  California 
fractional  gold  at  the  ANA  convention  in  Denver  this  summer.  As  part  of 
my  1 0+  hours  spent  examining  the  coins,  1 kept  notes  of  die  stages  that 
that  I observed  and  that  Breen  & Gillio  did  not  record  in  their  book.  I 
only  examined  about  ‘A  of  the  relevant  coins,  so  I expect  that  other 
people  may  have  seen  other  "new"  die  stages  in  this  collection.  A few 
of  the  die  stages  listed  below  are  from  the  description  of  Jack  Totheroh's 
stolen  coins  in  "The  Brasher  Bulletin"  Vol  7 No.  1 . 

I have  only  listed  collectable  die  stages  for  which  I have  new  information. 

I have  used  Del  Romines  notation  of  "die  stage"  (DS)  for  a marking  indicating 
an  event  in  the  life  of  a die,  vs  "die  state"  indicating  the  amount  of  wear 
that  a die  has  received. 

OCTAGONAL  QUARTERS 
BG  101:  DS  I no  rust 
DS  II  rusty 

DS  III  extremely  rusty,  nearly  obscures  design 

BG  102:  Possible  later  die  stage  with  obverse  die  rust 

BG  106:  Late  die  stage  with  severe  obverse  die  rust  & repolished  until 
design  almost  gone;  Breen  hints  at  early  die  stage  with  no  rust, 
suggesting: 

DS  I perfect  dies 
DS  II  obverse  rust 

DS  III  heavily  repolished  to  remove  rust,  most  of  design  gone. 

BG  107:  DS  I rusty  and  over  polished 
DS  II  heavy  clash 

DS  III  obverse  clash  polished  away,  reverse  clash  still  bold 

DS  IV  center  polish  nearly  touches  eye,  rusty  reverse  (Breen's  DS  III) 

BG  110:  Reverse  always  shattered— Breen  says  "Always  clashed" 

BG  111:  Reverse  cracks  at  12:00  seen  on  all  die  stages 
DS  I clashed 
DS  II  "broken  nose" 

DS  III  rusty  dies,  obv  rim  cud  at  8:00,  bow  ends  weak 
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DS  IV  repolished,  bow  ends  gone,  wreath  broken;  per  Totheroh 
ROUND  QUARTERS 

BG  206:  DS  I heavy  circular  lap  or  lathe  lines 
DS  II  dies  polished  smooth 
DS  III  obv  rusts 

DS  IVa  rev  cracks  at  10:00,  45  degree  die  rotation 
DS  IVb  as  above,  no  rotation 

BG  215:  Seen  struck  with  obverse  off  center  and  out  of  collar  on  DS  II  coin 
I expect  to  see  DS  III  coins  with  heavy  collar  clash  on  obverse  die. 

BG  221 : DS  I perfect  dies 

DS  II  obv  denticals  short  and  pointed,  rev  cracked  at  5:00 
DS  III  obv  cracks  @ star  9 

BG  222:  DS  I perfect  dies 
DS  II  crack  closes  wreath 
DS  III  obv  crack  star  1 to  rim 
DS  IV  obv  crack  break  into  a cud 
DS  V Reverse  cud  at  5:00 
Totheroh  reports  "pre  DS  I"  with  no  description 

BG  223:  Breen  reports  2 die  stages,  but  these  look  like  die  clogging  or 
striking  problems  to  me 

BG  226:  DS  I die  break  at  bust  point,  die  bulge  between  stars  5-6  & hair 
DS  II  die  bulge  breaks  off  (as  listed  in  Breen-Gillio) 

BG  229:  DS  I full  wreath,  obv  old  cracks  show  faintly 
DS  II  wreath  broken 

DS  III  shattered  from  star  6 to  10  (Breen's  DS  II) 

OCTAGONAL  HALVES 

BG  304:  DS  I obverse  die  heavily  rusted 

DS  II  most  rust  polished  away  (Breen's  listing) 

ROUND  HALVES 
BG401:  DS  I perfect 

DS  II  three  obverse  rim  breaks  from  7:30  to  1 1 :00 

DS  III  two  obverse  rim  breaks  from  7:30  to  1 1 :00  (Breen's  DS  II) 

I could  have  DS  II  and  DS  III  reversed 
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BG  405:  DS  I as  illustrated  by  Breen 
DS  II  heavy  clash 
DS  III  repolished  and  clash  gone 

BG  406:  DS  I as  illustrated  by  Breen 
DS  II  rim  cud  at  3:00 

Note:  BG  406  DS  I obverse  is  an  ^earlier*  die  state  of  BG  405  obverse 
I am  not  sure  if  a rim  cud  is  visible  on  BG  405 

BG  407:  DS  I no  cud 

DS  II  reverse  rim  cud  at  5:30 

BG  409:  DS  I rusty  obv,  perfect  reverse  with  crude  die  polish 
DS  II  cracks  at  "NIA  G"  & wreath  to  3 
DS  III  lower  rev  rust 

DS  IV  crack  breaks  into  large  retained  cud 
BG  414:  DS  I perfect  dies 

DS  II  rim  break  above  5th  star;  die  crack,  fraction  bar  to  R of  DOLLAR 
to  wreath;  minor  rim  cuds;  per  Totheroh 

BG  415:  DS  I perfect  dies 
DS  II  light  clash 

Repolished  to  remove  clash  might  be  difficult  to  distinguish  from  DS  I 

BG  417:  DS  I Rusty  dies,  cracked  through  top  stars 

DS  II  Repolished  with  fields  now  mostly  smooth  and  crack  very  faint 

BG  421 : DS  I Perfect  dies 

DS  II  Obverse  shows  fine  rust  on  head 
DS  III  heavy  clash 

DS  IV  clash  mostly  polished  out  but  still  visible  at  nose 

BG  428:  DS  I Perfect  dies  per  Totheroh 

DS  II  Crack  through  top  of  wreath,  down  through  5 to  right  side  of  bow 
DS  III  Obverse  rim  brakes  at  upper  right 

It  is  not  clear  to  me  if  this  is  a real  die  stage,  or  just  a 
substantial  "wire  rim"  with  a slightly  offset  obverse  die. 

Both  DS  III  coins  that  I have  examined  are  extremely  well 
struck  and  show  a full  wire  rim  on  the  reverse. 

BG  431 : Breen  reports  two  die  states  and  that  BG432-433  are  the  same  reverse 
die  reworked.  However,  BG431  DS  I has  a broken  wreath,  while  BG432  & 
BG433  have  a complete  wreath.  I have  not  seen  BG431  DS  II. 

I have  seen  an  example  with  no  trace  of  cracks  and  more  detail  to  the 
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wreath,  but  still  not  nearly  as  bold  as  the  BG432-433.  The  center  of  BG431  is  wavy,  unlike 
BG432-433;  could  the  reverse  of  BG431  be  a later  die  stage  of  BG433?  Also,  BG432-433 
show  recutting  on  the  legend,  while  the  letters  are  weak  and  not  recut  on  BG43 1 . 

Could  BG43 1 be  a restrike  of  some  sort? 

More  work  is  needed  on  this  var! 

I will  try  a photo  comparison  of  the  position  of  "caliFomia"  (a 
letter  that  was  recut  and  repositioned)  to  determine  if  BG43 1 
matches  the  underlying  or  overlying  "F"  position  sometime  in  the 
future. 

BG  432:  With  or  without  Cracks  at  star  37— could  be  planchet  defect,  only 
one  specimen  seen  this  way. 

BG  434:  DS  I perfect  dies 

DS  II  retained  cud  star  12  to  bust  point,  last  5 coronet  beads 
run  together 

OCTAGONAL  DOLLARS 

BG  517:  DS  I perfect  obverse,  some  reverse  cracks 

DS  II  perfect  obverse,  more  reverse  cracks?  per  Totheroh 
DS  III  many  cracks,  obverse  and  reverse 

BG  523:  DS  I perfect  dies  per  Totheroh 

DS  II  die  crack  above  7th  star,  4:30  to  neck  per  Totheroh 
DS  III  Large  cud  7th  star  per  Totheroh 

Editor:  Anyone  with  additional  information  or  comments  on  the  die  stages  described  in  this 
article  may  write  the  author  in  care  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin. 
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The  San  Francisco  City  Seal  and  the  Phoenix 
What  Has  This  to  Do  With  California  Small  Denomination  Gold? 

By  Jack  Totheroh 

Title  IV,  Section  1 of  the  City  Ordinances  states:  The  corporate  seal  of  the  City  of 
San  Francisco  shall  bear  upon  its  face  the  arms  of  the  city,  representing  the  Golden 
Gate  in  the  background  with  vessels  entering,  in  the  front  center  a phoenix  rising, 
and  on  each  side  emblems  of  commerce,  around  the  margins  the  words,  "Seal  of 
the  City  of  San  Francisco.  " 

This  ordinance  was  adopted  on  November  4,  1852.  Its  origin  came  from  the  six 
great  fires  that  occurred  in  San  Francisco  in  the  years  1850,  1851,  and  1852, 
when  each  time  the  city  arose  again  as  did  the  Phoenix  of  Greek  mythology. 

B.S.  Brooks  and  General  Mariano  Guadalupe  Vallejo,  the  last  of  the  Mexican  Military 
Governors  of  California,  were  appointed  to  design  the  seal.  Mr.  Brooks  was  an 
attorney  and  large  landowner.  He  was  a friend  of  Dick  Ogden,  owner  of  a line  of 
clipper  ships  to  China,  and  of  William  C.  Ralston,  who  built  the  Palace  Hotel  in  San 
Francisco  and  was  founder  and  president  of  the  Bank  of  California.  Brooks  later 
achieved  prominence  as  a defender  of  the  rights  of  Chinese  in  California  when  this 
was  a most  unpopular  stand.  This  reminds  us  of  later  hysteria  against  the 
Japanese  and  more  recently  the  Hispanic  immigrants. 

Later,  on  March  1,  1859,  the  Board  of  supervisors  ordered  a new  seal  which 
reduced  the  size  of  the  Phoenix,  but  this  article  is  more  interested  in  the  initial  seals 
and  its  possible  relationship  to  California  Small  Denomination  Gold.  Certainly  the 
mythical  bird  was  on  the  minds  of  San  Franciscans,  and  the  Phoenix  as  portrayed 
on  the  seal,  and  in  advertisements  of  that  period,  closely  resembled  American  and 
California  gold  coin  eagles. 

My  son,  Steven  Totheroh,  acquired  a file  of  old  California  newspapers  some  time 
ago.  A copy  of  the  Marysville  Herald,  November  25,  1854  has  an  advertisement  of 
a San  Francisco  company,  Phoenix  Works,  which  has  as  its  logo  a Phoenix  with  the 
sun's  rays  over  its  head  and  the  smoldering  flames  below.  I have  tried  without 
success  to  determine  who  were  the  engravers  or  designers  of  this  advertisement 
and  of  the  seal  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco.  In  the  Folio,  No.  8,  of  the  1 963 
Keepsakes  of  the  Book  Club  of  California,  "The  California  Governmental  Seals,  The 
City  of  San  Francisco,"  it  is  suggested,  "The  style  of  the  two  San  Francisco  seals 
suggests  that  they  were  both  engraved  if  not  drawn  by  Albert  Kuner.  Let  us  throw 
in  another  name  as  a candidate,  M.  Deriberpe.  That  may  be  stretching  a bit  too  far, 
but  did  he  intend  a Phoenix  when  he  engraved  the  reverses  of  B.G.  302  and  303? 

How  did  the  peacock  appellation  get  started  anyway?  Art  Kagin  says  he  made  the 
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comment  casually  that  "the  rays  above  and  in  back  of  the  head  made  the  bird  look 
something  like  a peacock"  and  the  designation  stuck.  Weil,  possibly  the  reverse  of 
B.G.  302  and  303  is  not  a Phoenix,  but  would  it  not  be  romantic  and  in  keeping 
with  the  history  of  early  San  Francisco  if  that  happened  to  be  the  case? 

A copy  of  the  front  page  of  the  Marysville  Herald,  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  B.G. 
302,  and  the  seal  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco  follow. 
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Miners  Excliange  and  Savings  Bank, 

^ Corner  of  Montgomery  and  Sacramento  bt3. 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

All  Moneys  deposited  in  tliis  bank,  in  sums  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  are  payable  on 
nemand,  and  deposits  of  one  thousand  dollars  and 
upwards  at  one  day’s  sight.  Said  deposits  made  on 
and  after  1st  September  1S54  to  1st  September  1S65, 
will  draw  interest  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a half  per 
cept  per  month.  an 

All  special  deposits  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  made  for  six  months  and  over  will  draw  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent  per  month, 
w.-n  September  of  each  year  depositors 

wdl  be  notified  of  any  change  of  the  rates  of  interest 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

assayor  coinage  at  the 
United  States  Branch  Mint,  will  receive  immediate 
attentmn;  and  the  result  from  assays  will  be  returned 
every  forty-eight  hours;  and  the  charge  in  all  cases 
will  only  be  one  and  a half  per  cent.,  including  all 
charges  for  Assay  and  Coinage,  or  one-haif  per  cent 
^ amount  is  fifty  ounces  and 

be  five^doilar^s™°'^^^^  under  fiftyounces,  the  price  will 

Miners  and  Merchants  leaving  gold  dust  at  this 
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vandng^^'^®  without  any  charge  for  ad- 

‘i’®  Eastern  States  at  ninety 

nr  ti,  ^'^^^,Erafls  will  be  drawn  at  three  per  cent, 
or  at  the  usual  rates  at  the  time  of  drawing 

counT‘  purchased  at  a reasonable  dis- 

-valued  free  Of  Charge,  and 
offered  for  sale. 
Banking  facilities  extended  to  Merchants 
and  Traders,  and  the  Bank  will  be  kept  open  for  the 
accommodation  of  Depositors  until  5X  p.  m.,  and  un- 
til 10  p.  M.  on  Saturdays.  , u uu 
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BEZS  JAiniiY  HAY'WOOD,  Proprietor. 

‘ JIanufacturer  of 

fire  proof  doors,  bank  vaults,  4c.,  4c. 

A large  assortment  of  second  hand  Doors  and  Shut- 
ters on  hand. 

my31-6ra  Battery  st.  near  Pacific,  San  Francisco. 

-a  BAGS  RIO  COFFEE— 

-3-  IDO  Bales  No.  1 China  Sugar; 

bO  half  bblsCrushed  Sugar; 

50  half  bbls^owdered  Sugar; 

200  boxes  Adacaantine  Candles; 

200  hf  bxs  . do  do; 

200  bags  CaHfomia  Beans;  50  bxs  Black  Tea;. 

500  boxs  Hill’s  Soap;  100  bxs  Pie  Fruit; 

200  kegs  East  Boston  Syrup;  • 

50  casks  Antes  4 Billing’s  Hams. 

For  sale  by  DOW  4 CO., 

oc21-lm  - 8S  Front  stryet,  San  Francisco. 


TATE  COWEVTIOiV.— The  Boards  of 
Education  and  Superintendents  of  Public  Schools 
of  the  Cities;  the  County  Superintendent  and  Com- 
missioners-of  the  Public  Schools  oMeach  County;  and 
the  Commi.ss»Bed  Teachers  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
this  State— are  Invited  to  meet  in  Convention,  in  the 
city  of  SAN  FRANCISCO,  at*10  o’clock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  TUESDAY,  the  2fith  day  of  December  next,  for 
the  pur|)o«e  of  forming  a STATE  INSTITUTE  FOR 
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Unique  Slug  Sells  for  $152,250 


By  Don  Kagin 

On  December  16,  1996,  Sotheby's  auctioned  the  Sam  & Rie  Bloomfield  Foundation 
collection  of  gold  coins  which  included  the  unique  presentation  striking  1852 
Augustus  Humbert  U.S.  Assay  Office  $50  gold  piece.  This  coin,  Kagin  #1 1,  is  a 
unique  proof  striking  and  has  subsequently  been  graded  Specimen  64  by  NGC.  The 
coin  was  clearly  struck  more  than  once  and  the  detail  is  unmatched  with  the 
exception  of  the  unique  proof  Augustus  Humbert  1851  $50  gold  piece  which  sold 
in  the  Garrett  sale  in  1980  for  $500,000. 

Like  the  above-mentioned  coin,  this  specimen  was  purchased  by  Donald  Kagin,  of 
Tiburon,  California.  And  has  subsequently  been  resold  into  sophisticated  collection. 

This  is  the  first  and  only  example  of  a $50  gold  piece  to  be  certified  as  a specimen 
striking.  Previously  it  was  in  the  Captain  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  collection,  Henry 
Chapman,  June  3,  1909  lot  #355  where  it  brought  the  then  lofty  price  of  $450.00. 
It  was  later  part  of  the  O.L.  Harvey  collection  thence  to  Abe  Kosoff  who  sold  it  to 
the  Bloomfields. 


Second  Finest  Wass  Molitor  & Company  $50  Brings  $162,750 

An  1855  $50  Wass  Molitor  & company  gold  piece  was  sold  by  Sotheby's  on 
December  16,  1996,  for  $162,750  to  an  East  Coast  coin  dealer.  This  piece  was 
second  only  to  the  Garrett  specimen  which  brought  $270,000  in  1980  and  today 
would  grade  MS64  or  MS65. 

This  specimen  was  part  of  the  Sam  & Rie  Bloomfield  collection  and  was  previously 
owned  by  F.C.C.  Boyd,  thence  to  the  Adolph  Friedman  collection  and  then  through 
Abe  Kossoff  to  the  Bloomfields.  It  is  Kagin  #9. 


Second  Finest  Collection  of  Fractional  Gold  to  be  Offered 

The  second  finest  collection  of  California  Fractional  gold  containing  well  over  500 
different  Breen-Gillio  numbers  is  being  offered  fro  sale  by  Donald  Kagin.  Included  in 
this  collection  are  many  unique  or  semi  unique  coins  including  the  Defiant  Eagle,  BG 
220  certified  by  PCGS  as  MS64.  Other  items  include  three  different  period  one 
gold  dollars  and  several  items  from  the  Lee  Collection.  Anyone  wishing  a copy  of 
the  collection  being  sold  should  contact  Kagin's  at  98  Main  Street,  #201,  Tiburon, 
California  94920  or  call  toll  free  888-8KAGINS. 
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TO  BE  PREVIEWED  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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San  Francisco's  scenic  and  historic  Presidio  is 
the  site  chosen  to  officially  preview  the 
Sesquicentennial's  logo  on  January  24,  1997 
(Gold  Discovery  Day)  at  the  Infantry  Enlisted 
Barracks  (Building  103),  Parade  Ground,  Main 
Post.  The  short  ceremony  will  begin  at  9:45  a.m. 
The  previewing  will  be  part  of 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
California  Gold  Discovery  to 
Statehood  Sesquicentennial 
Commission. 

The  Sesquicentennial  lego 
and  wordmark  create  the 
umbrella  identity  for  the 
entire  three  year 
commemoration.  These 
symbols,  created  by 
Maddocks  and  Company,  a Los  Angeles  based 
marketing-design  firm,  reflect  the  spirit  and 
vibrancy  of  California. 

The  wordmark  powerfully  integrates  the 
numbers  of  California's  1 50th  birthday  with  the 
state's  magical  name  in  a single,  visually  striking 
graphic. 

The  logo  symbol  consists  of  a bright  star  and 
three  radiants,  each  of  which  capture  a prime 
element  of  the  California  environment:  the 
yellow  star  reflects  California's  sunlight,  its 
golden  history  and  its  glamour;  the  blue  radiant 
represents  the  seemingly  endless  California 
coastline,  the  red  radiant  portrays  California's 
striking  coastal  bluffs  and  headlands;  and  the 
green  radiant  stajids  for  California's  immense 


backbone- -the  majestic  Sierra  Nevada  mountain 
range.  Together,  these  elements  create  a 
memorable  symbol  that  communicates  the 
vitality  and  energy  of  the  California  Gold 
Discovery  to  Statehood  Sesquicentennial. 

The  Sesquicentennial  will  kick  off  just  twelve 
short  months  from  now  on 
January  24,  1998,  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  discovery 
of  gold,  and  end  on  September 
9,  2000,  California's  150th 
birthday! 

Hundreds  of  activities  have 
become  a part  of  the 
California  Sesquicentennial 
and  thousands  more  will  join 
before  the  end  of  1997. 

These  activities  range  from  Victorian  Christmas 
to  World  Gold 


SESQUICENTENNIAL 


Panning 

Championships; 
from  traveling 
exhibits  to  coffee 
table  books;  and 
from  living  history 
to  days  of  fun  and 
exploration. 
Become  a part  of 
history  and  the 
future  during 
California's 
Sesquicentennial. 

JOIN  IN! 
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Ufjcoming  Events  Insert 


January 

24  Gold  Discovery  Day-  Coloma-Commemorate  the  monumental 
discovery  that  touched  off  the  Gold  Rush  of  1 849;  activities  include  living 
history  demonstrations,  tours  of  historic  buildings,  food  and  entertainment. 
(Marshall  Gold  Discovery  State  Historic  Park  - 9 1 6 622-3470,  fax  9 1 6 
622-3472) 

25  1850s  Winter  Ball -South  Lake  Tahoe -Guests  attired  in  1850s 
evening  wear  will  enjoy  a full  evening  of  dining,  entertainment,  and  dancing. 
(Highway  50  Association  - 916  644-3761,  fax  91 6 983-8563) 

April 

4-6  Cowboy  Poetry  and  Music  Festival -Santa  Clarita -This  festival, 
held  at  the  Melody  Ranch  once  owned  by  Gene  Autry,  features  outstanding 
musicians  and  balladeers,  chuck  wagon  cooking  and  western  swing  dancing. 
(City  of  Santa  Clarita,  805  286-4079,  fax  805  255-1996) 


18-20  California  State  Square  Dance 
Convention -Fresno -This  convention  features,  in 
addition  to  square  dancing.  Contra,  Country  Western, 
Clogging,  and  Round  Dancing  as  well  as  a fashion  show 
and  educational  forums.  (California  State  Square 
Dance  Council  - 209  268-8298) 


24-27  Gold  Nugget  Days-  Paradise -This 
commemoration  of  the  finding  of  a 54-pound  gold  nugget  in  April  1 859 
includes  a parade,  dance,  barbeque,  carnival,  costume  contests,  pony  rides, 
a donkey  derby  and  a craft  fair  and  highlights  the  Native  American 
perspective.  (Gold  Nugget  Days  Inc. -91 6 872-8722,  fax  916  872-1050) 


Ma 


3 Paradise  Country  Gathering -Paradise -A  glimpse  into  daily  life  in  the 
Gold  Rush  era  with  music,  chuckwagon  encampments,  western  arts  and 
crafts,  story-telling,  poetry  and  hands-on  demonstrations.  (Quota 
International  of  Paradise  -916  877-5925  or  91 6 872-9512,  fax  91 6 877- 
9679) 

1 1 Bouchard  Landing  Re-enactment -Monterey -Come  experience  the 
thrill  as  California’s  official  tallship,  the  Californian,  re-enacts  the  Pirate 
Bouchard's  landing  at  Monterey  in  1 81 8.  (Nautical  Heritage  Society  - 714 
661-1001,  fax  714  240-7842) 

1 7 Living  History  Days  at  the  Empire  Mine -Grass  Valley -This  entire 
historic  area  turns  back  to  another  time  as  volunteers  become  engineers, 
miners  and  other  folks  from  the  past  who  provide  demonstrations, 
entertainment  and,  of  course,  refreshment.  (Empire  Mine  State  Historic 
Park  - 916  273-8522,  fax  916  273-0602) 

21-25  Mule  Days  Celebration  Bishop  -Come  see  professional  mules 
arena  jumping,  roping,  cutting  and  penning  and  learn  about  the  history  of 
mules  in  California.  (Mule  Days  Celebration  - 619  872-4263,  fax  619  872- 
2328) 


June 

Pony  Express  Re-ride -St.  Joseph,  Missouri  to  Sacramento -A  re- 
enactment of  the  historic  1 0-day  Pony  Express  Mail  Ride  with  stops  for 
relay  changes  at  various  points  along  the  route.  (National  Pony  Express 
Association  - 9 1 6 644-6696) 

8 Living  History  Days-Angel  Island-Join  California's  official  tallship,  the 
Californian,  as  she  helps  celebrate  living  history  days  with  costumed 
docents,  historical  re-enactments  and  encampments,  food,  entertainment 
and  more.  (Nautical  Heritage  Society  - 714  661-1001,  fax  714  240- 
7842) 

1 4 Historic  Demonstration  Day-Coloma -Living  history  comes  alive 
through  arts  and  crafts,  hands-on  demonstrations,  music,  food  and  tours 
of  the  town  that  grew  up  around  the  site  of  the  1 848  gold  discovery. 
(Marshall  Gold  Discovery  State  Historic  Park  - 91 6 622-3470,  fax  91 6 
622-3472) 

^1 9-22  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Conference  of  California  Historical 
Societies-Chico-The  theme  of  this  meeting  is  "Those  Who  Came  Before" 
and  will  focus  on  those  who  settled  Tehama  County  had  an  influence  on 
later  events  there.  (Bidwell  Mansion  Association  - 91 6 877-6649) 

22  Living  History  Days  at  the  Empire  Mine -Grass  Valley -This  entire 
historic  area  turns  back  to  another  time  as  volunteers  become  engineers, 
miners  and  other  folks  from  the  past  who  provide  demonstrations, 
entertainment  and,  of  course,  refreshment.  (Empire  Mine  State  Historic 
Park  - 9 1 6 273-8522,  fax  9 1 6 273-0602 

27-29  Gold  'n  Fiddle  Festival-Auburn-Take  a step  back  in  time  with 
fiddle  contests,  cowboy 


story-telling/poetry,  country 
music,  children's  games,  a 
chili  cook-off  and  much 
more.  (Gold  'n  Fiddle 
Championship -916  823- 
3435,fax  916  823-9206) 


July 

1 9-August  3 Old  Miners'  Days -Big  Bear  Lake -This  two-week 
commemoration  includes  a chili  cook-off,  old  time  country  fair,  loggers' 
jubilee,  cowboy  poetry  festival.  Miss  Clementine  old  west  beauty  contest 
and  much  more.  (Old  Miners'  Association  - 909  866-5831,  fax  909  866- 
6766) 

20  Miners'  Picnic -Grass  Valley-This  event  is  a re-creation  of  the 
historic  benefit  for  miners'  widows  and  orphans  and  includes  food,  games, 
living  history  and  entertainment.  (Empire  Mine  State  Historic  Park  - 91 6 
273-8522,  fax  916  273-0602) 
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September 

12-14  Draft  Horse  Classic  and  Harvest  Festival -Grass  Valley  - 
Includes  draft  horse  driving  shows  and  contests,  all  day  horse  events, 
living  history  demonstrations  and  a harvest  festival  displaying  local 
produce  and  wines  of  Nevada  County.  (Nevada  County  Agricultural 
District  Fair  - 916  273-6217,  fax  916  273-1 146) 

14  Living  History  Days  at  the  Empire  Mine  Grass  Valley -This 
entire  historic  area  turns  back  to  another  time  as  volunteers  become 
engineers,  miners  and  other  folks  from  the  past  who  provide 
demonstrations,  entertainment  and,  of  course,  refreshment.  (Empire 
Mine  State  Historic  Park  - 9 1 6 273-8522,  fax  9 1 6 273-0602 

1 8-21  Route  66  Rendezvous -San  Bernardino -This  vintage 
automotive  street  fair  commemorates  the  historic  route  used  by 
Jedediah  Smith  in  1826  and 
includes  good  old  fashioned 
California  cruisin',  exhibits 
and  entertainment.  (San 
Bernardino  Convention  & 

Visitors  Bureau  - 909  889- 
3980,  fax  909  888-5998) 

20  A Day  of  Living  History-Paradise -A  re-creation  of  life  on  the 
Paradise  Ridge  1 50  years  ago  that  allows  visitors  to  take  part  in  the 
chores,  crafts  and  recreation  of  yesteryear  through  demonstrations  and 
hands-on  activities,  highlighting  miners'  vittles,  apple  pressing,  bullet 
making,  log  cutting,  blacksmithing,  rope  making  and  more.  (Gold  Nugget 
Days  Inc.  -916  872-8722,  fax  91 6 872-1 050) 

25- 28  Siskiyou  Balloon  Faire -Siskiyou  County-Along  with  hot  air 
balloon  ascensions,  this  annual  event  features  a craft  fair  and  themed 
evening  entertainment  and  events.  (Siskiyou  County  Visitors  Bureau  - 
916  842-7857  or  800  446-7475,  fax  916  842-7666) 

26- 28  GoldFest  at  Ironstone  Vineyards -Murphys -This  festival  will 
combine  education  and  entertainment  through  encampments,  fine  art 
exhibits,  craft  demonstrations,  storytelling,  fiddling  and  much  more,  all 
of  which  will  serve  to  commemorate  the  diverse  cultures  and  events  of 
the  Mother  Lode's  Gold  Rush  era.  (Ironstone  Vineyards  - 209  728- 
1251.  fax  209  728-1275) 

October 

4-5  Gold  Rush  Days -Coloma -Living  history  demonstrations  and 
ent_ertainment  surround  the  U.S.  National  Gold  Panning  Championships, 
which  include  a skill  level  for  beginners  so  everyone  can  participate. 
(Marshall  Gold  Discovery  State  Historic  Park  - 91 6 622-3470  fax  91 6 
622-3472) 


14-18  California  State  Grange  Annual  Session -Modesto -This 
annual  session  of  the  California  State  Grange,  an  active  player  in  the 
agricultural  development  of  California,  covers  topics  ranging  from 
agriculture  to  roads  and  highways,  with  family  values  and  education  also 
playing  a prominent  role.  (California  State  Grange  Order  of  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  - 91 6 454-5805,  fax  91 6 739-8189) 

25  Living  History  Days  at  the  Empire  Mine  -Grass  Valley -This 
entire  historic  area  turns  back  to  another  time  as  volunteers  become 
engineers,  miners  and  other  folks  from  the  past  who  provide 
demonstrations,  entertainment  and,  of  course,  refreshment.  (Empire 
Mine  State  Historic  Park  - 916  273-8522,  fax  916  273-0602) 

November 

28-29  Holiday  Open  House  at  the  Empire  Mine -Grass  Valley -The 
Empire  Cottage,  a tum-of-the-century  mansion  beautifully  restored  and 
decorated  in  holiday  finery,  provides  visitors  with  a glimpse  of 
yesteryear.  (Empire  Mine  State  Historic  Park  - 916  273-8522,  fax 
916273-0602) 

28,  December  5, 12, 19  Cornish  Christmas  Celebration -Grass 
Valley -See  historic  downtown  Grass  Valley  decorated  for  Christmas 
with  street  vendors  dressed  in  period  costume,  music,  art,  food  and 
entertainment  by  Cornish  clogging  dancers.  (Grass  Valley  Downtown 
Association  - 9 1 6 272-831 5,  fax  9 1 6 273-8696) 

December 

1 -7  California's  Access  Gold  Program -Statewide -This  is  an 
educational  program  for  the  travel-tourism  industry  and  small  to  mid- 
sized businesses  and  will,  through  satellite  link-up,  promote  compliance 
with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  increased  tourism,  and  local 
support  networks.  (Accessible  California  - 61 9 279-0704,  fax  61 9 
279-5118) 

2-21  Victorian  Christmas  at  the  Columbia  City  Hotel  -Columbia- 
This  holiday  dinner  involves  local  actors,  minstrels  and  guests  in  an 
evening  filled  with  song,  fine  dining  and  wines,  and  a melodrama  with  a 
Christmas  Gold  Rush  theme.  (City 
Hotel  Corporation  - 209  532-1479, 
fax  209  532-7027) 


14  Christmas  in  Coloma - 
Coloma -Take  a step  back  in  time 
and  experience  a true  Gold  Rush 

Christmas  with  living  history  characters,  arts  and  crafts,  music, 
entertainment,  food  and  much  more.  (Marshall  Gold  Discovery  State 
Historic  Park  - 916  622-3470,  fax  916  622-3472) 


For  a complete  listing  of  Sesquicentennial  events  or  for  more  information,  please  contact  us  at; 

914  Capitol  Mall,  Room  217 
Sacramento,  California  95814 
(916)  653-9599 
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